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the Southampton meeting had evoked a renewed outburst of
criticism on the part of the Times. " Notwithstanding all
my efforts and those of my associates/' Murchison remarks
in his journal, " the meeting was held up to ridicule in the
Times. But I was nothing cowed, and, at the public dinner
at Southampton, I declaimed against such ribald vulgarity
and ignorance, saying I was ashamed my eminent foreign
friends should go away with the impression that the Times
in its vituperation of science represented my country, and I
vehemently declared that tempora wiutabuntur. Afterwards,
when visiting at Broadlands, I was complaining to Lord
Palmerston of the injustice of such treatment. ' Pooh, pooh !'
said he,' never mind them; a man who is not Times -proof
cannot succeed in life.' "

Middendorf, the Siberian explorer, who had attended the
Association meeting, went with the President to Broadlands,
and naturally a good deal of the conversation turned on
geographical subjects. " Though Palmerston was Foreign
Minister, the house did not abound in maps of distant
countries, and when it was desired that Middendorf should
give the party some account of his ultra-Siberian travels,
no map could be appealed to except an old D'Anville, which
Lady Palmerston brought down from a bed-room."

Another house visited at that time was Embly, the seat
of Mr. Nightingale, father of the now well-known and
universally honoured Florence Nightingale. " Wheatstone
was of the party, and he engaged to perform the trick of the
invisible girl, by telling you what was in places where no
one could see anything. But to do this a confederate was
required, and peering into the faces of all the women, he
selected Florence as his accomplice, and, having taken her
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